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I know not on what principle it was justified ; except
by the maxim, that the King had a right to the ser-
vices of all his subjects. Sir Francis Bacon, speak-
ing in the House of Commons, upon the grievance of
purveyance, on the 7th of March, 1605-6, said,
" that children for the chapel may be taken V It
was, probably, from this abundant source, that some
of the earliest and best of our players originated,
who derived a livelihood, and rose often to eminence,
by amusing the publick.

It is more than probable, that James Burbadge,
who appeared at the head of the first incorporated
company of players in 1574, may have been purveyed,
like Tusser, in early life, and may have forgotten his
parentage. Certain it is, that during the heraldick
visitation of London, in 1634, Cuthbert Burbadge,
the eldest son of James, did not know his grand-
father ; for he could only give an account of his
brother Richard, the " famous actor on the stage,"
and of his father James, who married Ellen, the
daughter of Mr. Brayne, of London2. .Whatever

9 His own Life, in verse, p. 141, of his book entitled Five
Hundred Points of Good Husbandry. Tusser was carried by
" friendship's lot" to St. Paul's, where he learned musick under
John Redford, an excellent musician. [Id.] The celebrated
Erasmus was a Child of the Choir in the Cathedral of Utrecht,
till he was nine years of age : He was born in 14?67, and died in
1536.

1 Com. Jour. vol. i. 279. The fact is, that, as late as the ac-
cession of Charles the First, drummers were pressed for the army;
as we may clearly see, in the Privy Council Registers.

a For a pedigree of the Burbadges, I owe a kindness to Francis
Townsend, the Windsor Herald, who was so good as to inform
me, that the same arms were allowed to Cuthbert, in 1634, as
belonged to a very numerous family of Burbadges in Hertford-
shire; a circumstance, from which a connection of family is in-
ferred. Cuthbert sometimes spelt his name Burbage, as did the
Burbages, of Herts. Mr. Malone spells the name Burbadge:
" But, the name ought rather, (he adds,) to be written Burbidge,
being manifestly a corruption of Boroughbridge.*' [p. 182.] -The
arms, however, of the Burbadges were three Boars heads ; and